Comparison of vaginal examination findings in two antenatal clinics.
Findings of routine vaginal examinations during pregnancy were compared in two teaching hospitals located in the same area of Paris. We selected 2943 women who had had at least one antenatal visit between 29 and 31 weeks of gestation. Large differences in the frequency of maturation signs were observed between the two hospitals for mid-position, soft consistency and expanded lower uterine segment, although the higher frequency of each sign was not found in the same hospital. No difference was observed for dilatation of the internal os. A better reliability in assessing dilatation than other signs of maturation may explain our results and the role of dilatation in the prediction of preterm delivery.